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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PANAMA04I3I 01 OE02 10I453Z 
ACTION L-03 

INTO OCT-OI ARA-IO ISO-00 SAB-02 OPR-02 CPR-02 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 PM-05 H-OI INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-0 1 SP-02 
SS-I5 NSCE-00 SSO-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 /054W 

023807 I0I536Z/47 

O I01442Z JUN78 

PM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7449 

CONPIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OP 02 PANAMA 04I3I 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, PN 

SUBJECT: PANAMA CANAL TREATIES: INSTRUMENTS OP 
RATIFICATION 

REF: STATE I45923/I 

POR KOZAK PROM TAYLOR 

SUMMARY: POLITICAL COUNSELOR DISCUSSED SUGGESTED 
CHANGES AND TRANSLATION PROBLEMS RAISED IN REPTEL 
WITH LOPEZ-GUEVARA PRIDAY AFTERNOON. NO SERIOUS 
DIPFICULTIES AROSE, THOUGH LOPEZ HAD SEVERAL 
SUGGESTIONS POR ALTERNATE WAYS OP HANDLING THE PROBLEMS. 

THE POLLOWING IS KEYED TO THE PARAGRAPHS NUMBERED 
IN REPTEL. END SUMMARY. 

1. REP PARAGRAPH 2. THE PROCEDURE AS DESCRIBED 
IS SATISFACTORY WITH LOPEZ. SPECIPICALLY, THE 
PREPARATION OP DOCUMENTS SUGGESTED IN PARAGAPH 2 
(E) WAS AGREED TO. 

2. REP PARAGRAPH 3. SOUTHCOM INFORMS US IT WILL 

LEND US A MAG-II TYPEWRITER POR PREPARING THE DOCUMENTS. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PANAMA04I3I 01 OP02 10I453Z 

3. REP PARAGRAPH 4 (C). SUGGEST THAT VANDELYKE 
ARRIVE TUESDAY (OR WEDNESDAY AT LATEST) IN ORDER TO 
AVOID ANY LAST MINUTE PROBLEM WITH DOCUMENTS. 

4. REP PARAGRAPH 5 (A): 

PAGE 2, LINE 12, 13: ALTER THE WORD "PAGADO", INSERT 
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THE FOLLOWING: "EN LA FECHA DE TERMINACION DEL 
TRATADO,". 

PAGE 4, LINES 10, I L BETWEEN THE WORDS "ARTICULO 
III" AND "PRECEDENTE", INSERT THE FOLLOWING "PARA 
EL PERIODO DE TRES ANOS". 

PAGE 5, LINE 10: BETWEEN THE WORDS "CANAL" AND "PARA", 
INSERT THE WORDS "DE PANAMA". 

PAGE 5, LINE 12: LOPEZ INSISTED ON THE WORD "MANEJO" 

AS A TRANSLATION FOR "MANAGEMENT". HE POINTED 
OUT THAT THIS WAS THE TRANSLATION USED IN THE TREATY. 


PAGE 5, LINE 22: STRIKE "S" FROM "ACTA" AND CONVENIDA". 

5. REF PARAGRAPH 5 (B). 

PAGE 2, LINE 6: SPANISH SHOULD READ, "CONTRA CUALQUIER 
AMENAZA AL REGIMEN..." 

PAGE 3, LINE 10: INSERT BETWEEN "EN" AND 
"PANAMA," THE FOLLOWING: "LA REPUBLICA DE". 

PAGE 3, LINE 19: INSERT BETWEEN "ESTADOS UNIDOS" AND 
"DE ACUERDO" THE FOLLOWING: "DE AMERICA," 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 PANAMA04I3I 01 OF02 I0I453Z 

PAGE 4, LINE 3: DELETE "DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE 
AMERICA". 

PAGE 5, LINE I: PUT A COLON AFTER THE WORD "PRESIDENTE" 
AND DELETE "DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA." 

PAGE 5, LINE 2: STRIKE THE COMA AFTER "TRATADO" AND 
INSERT BETWEEN THE WORDS "ANTES" AND "DE" THE 
FOLLOWING: "DE LA FECHA". LOPEZ DECLINED TO REARRANGE 
THE WORD ORDER TO MAKE IT CLOSER TO THE ENGLISH. 

HE SAID THAT THE PRESENT LANGUAGE, AS AMENDED HERE, 
REPRODUCES THE MEANING OF THE ENGLISH. 

PAGE 8, LINES 3-4: PLACE A COMMA AFTER "MISMO" AND 
STRIKE "NI". 

CONFIDENTIAL 

6. REF PARAGRAPH 5 (C). 

PAGE I, LINE 6: STRIKE "THE" BEFORE "CONSTITUTION"; 
SUBSTITUTE "ITS POLITICAL". (THE OFFICIAL NAME 
OF THE CONSTITUTION IS "CONSTITUCION POLITICA DE 
LA REPUBLICA DE PANAMA". 

PAGE 2, LINES 1-2: STRIKE "SUCH AS ARTICLE... UNITED 
NATIONS" AND SUBSTITUTE, "SUCH AS ARTICLES I, 
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PARAGRAPH 2, AND 2, PARAGRAPH 4, OF THE CHARTER 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS". (LOPEZ-GUEVARA AGREES TO 
GO BACK TO THE ORIGINAL TRANSLATION IE WE PREFER.) 

PAGE 2, LINE 15: LOPEZ PREFERS "SELF DETERMINATION". 
PAGE 3, LINE I: STRIKE "IMPLEMENT" AND SUBSTITUTE 
"COMPLY WITH". (WE FOUND SOME DIFEICULTY IN SUB- 
STITUTING "COMMITS" FOR "UNDERTAKES" BECAUSE OF 
THE PROBLEM OF WHETHER TO FOLLOW COMMITS WITH 
"ITSELF" OR "HIMSELF".) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 04I3I 02 OF 02 I0I457Z 
ACTION L-03 

INFO OCT-OI ARA-IO ISO-00 SAB-02 OPR-02 CPR-02 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 PM-05 H-OI INR-IO NSAE-00 PA-0 1 SP-02 
SS-I5 NSCE-00 SSO-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 /054W 

023847 I0I536Z/45 

O I0I442Z JUN 78 

FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7450 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 02 OF 02 PANAMA 04I3I 


PAGE 3, LINES 2-3: PLACE A COMMA AFTER THE 
WORD "WAIVES" AND INSERT THE FOLLOWING: "IN THE NAME 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA,". LOPEZ-GUEVARA ALSO 
SUGGESTED INSERTION OF THE WORDS "OF THE PANAMA 
CANAL TREATY" BETWEEN "XU" AND "AND". WE ACCEPTED 
THIS SUGGESTION. 

7. REF PARAGRAPH 5 (D). 

PAGE I, LINE 7: STRIKE "THE" AND SUBSTITUTE 
"ITS POLITICAL". 

PAGE 2, LINES 3-4: SAME PATTERN AS IN PREVIOUS PARAGRAPH. 

PAGE 2, LINE 17: "SELF DETERMINATION" (WITH OR 
WITHOUT HYPHEN?), AS IN PREVIOUS PARAGRAPH. 

PAGE 3, LINE 2: "COMPLY WITH" AS IN PREVIOUS 
PARAGRAPH. 
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8. REF PARAGRAPH 5 (E). PROTOCOL OF EXCHANGE. 

PAGE 3, LINE 15: STRIKE "DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE 
AMERICA". 

PAGE 4, LINES 3-4: MAKE NO CHANGES. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 04131 02 OF 02 101457Z 

POLITICAL COUNSELOR NEGLECTED TO POINT OUT TO LOPEZ 
THE ERROR ON LAST LINE OF PAGE 1 (ARTICLE VII RATHER 
THAN VIII), BUT WILL DO SO OVER THE WEEKEND. IT IS 
WRONG IN OUR ENGLISH COPY AS WELL. 

9. REF PARAGRAPH 6. TAYLOR WILL NEED SPELLING, 
PUNCTUATION CORRECTONS EARLY MONDAY. 

10. REF PARAGRAPH 7. LOPEZ APPRECIATED ACCEPTANCE 
OF HIS EARLIER PROPOSAL FOR TRANSLATION OF 
"SOVEREIGN INTREGITY", BUT SUGGESTED, IN THE CONTEXT, 
"INTEGRIDAD DE SU SOBERANIA" RATHER THAN "LA 
SOBERANIA". 

11. REF PARAGRAPH 8. LOPEZ ACCEDED TO OUR 
REQUEST. THEREFORE IN SPANISH TEXT AFTER "CANJE DE 
NOTAS", STRIKE THE COMMA AND INSERT "DE CONFORMIDAD 
CON LA RESOLUCION DEL SENADO DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS 
DE AMERICA DEL 18 DE ABRIL DE 1978,". IN THE 

ENGLISH, STRIKE THE COMMA AND INSERT THE FOLLOWING: 

"IN CONFORMITY WITH THE RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA OF APRIL 18, 1978,". 

12. WE WOULD APPRECIATE TRANSMISSION OF SPANISH 
TRANSLATION OF TWO UNITED STATES INSTRUMENTS OF 
RATIFICATION, PER PARAGRAPH 9. PLEASE SEND 

WITH VANDERLYKE CLEAN COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS IN SPANISH 
AND ENGLISH SO THAT WE CAN MAKE CERTAIN THAT NO 
CHANGES, CAPITALIZATIONS, GRAMMATICAL CORRECTIONS, 

ETC. SLIP THROUGH THE CRACKS. JORDEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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